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Women at Surbiton, 1920; the Catholic Workers' College at
Oxford, 1921 ; the Avoncroft College for Agricultural Workers at
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, 1925: and by educational settlements
such as Swarthmore at Leeds, 1909; St. Mary's at York, 1909;
and the Homestead at Wakefield, 1913. Some of the educational
settlements are closely linked with the universities. The pioneer
settlement of this type is Toynbee Hall, opened hi 1884 to com-
memorate the work done by Arnold Toynbee in the East End of
London. Toynbee had been a friend and frequent visitor at Canon
Barnett's vicarage in Whitechapel, where he had given up his vaca-
tions to deliver extension lectures to audiences of working men.
Canon Barnett formed the settlement after Toynbee's death.
University men and women came to spend part of their time
living in working-class districts with the idea of understanding at
first hand the conditions of life amongst the workers and sharing
their knowledge and experience with them. The Society of Friends
played a prominent part in settlement work, and T. E. Harvey,
member of Parliament for the Northern Universities, was for a
time Warden of Toynbee Hall. The settlements at Leeds and York
were non-residential. Local education authorities are also taking an
increasing part in the provision of residential colleges for adults.
Thus the West Riding L.E.A. has recently acquired Grantley Hall,
near Ripon, and has opened it as a residential adult-school pro-
viding shorter and longer courses in a variety of subjects.
In 1899 three Americans, Mr. and Mrs. Vrooman and Professor
Beard, founded Ruskin College, Oxford, to give working-class
students "a training in subjects which are essential for working-class
leadership, and which are not a direct avenue to anything beyond."
The idea of the founders was "to take men who have been merely
condemning our institutions and teach them, instead, to transfonn
these institutions, so that in place of talking against the world they
will begin methodically and scientifically to possess the world."
The initial confusion of aims led to dissatisfaction amongst the
students and in 1909 those who had Marxist sympathies seceded
to form the Labour College. The latter has now been closed, but
the work is being carried on by the National Council of Labour
Colleges. Because the Adult Education Regulations demand an
unsectarian and non-political approach to studies, the Labour
Colleges do not receive grants from the Ministry of Education.
Ruskin College was reorganised in 1910 and its management is
entirely in the hands of the trade unions and the working-class